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TO : . 

i'HE  ivllYOR,  . .LDEi'i.'iEH  & BUilGESSES  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BRIDG, H-TTE 
i.ir.  h'a^or.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting • to  you  my  second  iumual 
Report  on  the  healt.h  of  the  Borough,  which  is  in  the  same 
abbreviated  form  as  its  predecessor.  In  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  of  she  Hinistry  of  Health  certain  statistics 
and  other  information  cannot  be  published  at  the  present  time. 

The  outstanding  administrative  improvement  during  the 
year  was  the  establj.shjcent  at  the  Town  Hall  of  a single 
office  for  the  combined  appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Hpafth  to  the  Bridgwater  Borough  and  Rural  District  Councils  . 

Th^:.  establishment  of  this  office  has  centralised  the  v/ork, 
and  as  many  of  ehe  Fidlic  Health  problems  that  arise  are 
common  to  both  areas  one-  centre  of  administration  is  an 
essential.  The  clerical  work  in  connection  v/ith  mjy  appointment 
as  an  .-.ssistant  Medical  Officer  to  the  Somerset  County  Council 
is  also  dealt  with  at  this  office  and  by  this  means  excellent 
coordination  with  the'  County  Health  Department  is  maintained. 

This  internal  reorganisation  involved  almost  a complete 
rearrangement  of  all  records  and  filing  systems,  but  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  mainly  due  to  the  efforts  of  my  clerk 
Miss  H.M.  Baker,  the  office  machinery  Was  running  smoothly 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  report  that  follows  is  only  an  outline  of  some  of 
the  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  but  after 
the  war  one  hopes  to  be  able  to  publish  a full  account  of 
the  w'ork  anu  progress  which  has  been  made. 

I have  to  express  my  thanks  to  tiie  C.iairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support,  to  Mr.  Lean,  the 
Sa-nitary  Inspector,  for  his  'willing  collaboration,  and  to 
the  Heads  of  ctbmr  Departments  for  their  assistance-... .through- 
out the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant,  • 

G.H.  FRIhGLE.  ^ 
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1.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


REGISTERED  BIRTHS. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  - 

Legitimate 

195 

204 

399 

do . - 

Illegitimate 

16 

10 

26 

211 

214 

I 1 

ivia  1 e 

Female 

Total 

Still  Births 

- Legitimate 

3 

10 

15 

do . 

- Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

7 

10 

17 

.THS. 

325  deaths  we 

re  registered  as  having 

occurred 

in  the 

Borough  during  the  year.  After  deducting  the  deaths  of 
86  non-residents  and  adding  the  deaths  of  40  normal  residents 
v/hich  took  place  outside  the  Borough,  the  net  total  comes  to 
279  Bridgwater  deaths. _ Of  these  149  v;cre  males  and  130  females. 


C..USES  OF  DExiTH 

1942 

Males  Females 

xJlI  Cu-Uses  ... 

. • . Total  323 

149  130 

1 . Typhoid  ^nd  para-typhoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 
' 3»  Scarlet  fever 

4 . Vilio oping  Cough 

5.  Diphtheria’*, 

o.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7.  Other  foms  of  tuberculosis 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

9.  Influenza 

10.  Measles- 

11.  .-.cute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis 

12.  x-.cute  infantile  encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  of  buccul  c--vity  o-nd 

oesopnagus  (M)  uterus  (F) 

14.  Cancer  of  stoni-vCh  and  duodenum 
13.  Cancer  of  breast 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intra-cranial  Vo.scular  lesions 

19.  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

21.  Bronchitis 

22 . Pneumonia 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

26.  Appendicitis 

27*  Other  digestive  diseases 
28.  Nephritis 


1 


16 

0 

12 

30 

4 

9 

4 

4 

4 

3 

4 
8 


■3 

9 

8 

28 

3 

4 
6 

3 

2 

2 

3 
2 
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(contd. ) 


C.iUSES  OF  uE.iTH 


1942 

ivic.lcs  Females 


29.  Fucrperj,!  ^nd  post--.bor tiDQ  sepsis 

30.  Other  nutern^l  os-uses 

31.  Frciii-.t,ure  births 

32.  Congenital  tnalf orinations , birth 

injuries,  infantile  diseases 
33*  Suicide 

34.  Hoo-d  tru^ffic  accidents 
35*  Other  violent  causes 
3d.  other  causes 


2 

2 


4 4 

1 1 

3 

10  26 


IEF^unTILE  LCRT.JuITY 

i.ial  e 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  children  under  1 year 

- Legitimate 

9 

7 

16 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

• 

— 

— 

10 

7 

17 

ihFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  t^blc  sets  cut  thu-  c.„ses  in  the  Borough 
notified  during  1D42:- 

DISEaSE  TOT.xL  GaSES  .NOTIFIED 


^cute  Polionwelitis 

Cercbro-spinal  'meningitis  - 

Diphtheria  4 

D;ysonter;y 

Enteric  fever  (including  p^^r^typhoid) 

Erysipelas  2 

i.isasles  29 

Ophthalmia  Eeonatorurn  - 

Fneumonia  12 

Fucrperal  I^rexia  4 

Scarlet  Fever  ' 10 

Small  Fox  ~ 

’Afho oping  Cough  3 

TOT.i  64 


The  freedom  from  any  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year  is  most  gratifying.  The  last  weeks  of  the 
year  s^w  the  coirimencemcnt  of  an  epidemic  of  measles,  which  was 
widespread  but  mild  in  character. 


III.  TUBEKCULOSIS 


There  were  cases  of  respiratory  ^nd  4 cases  of  non- 
respir^tory  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  yeu.r. 

The  number  of  pulmon..ry  Cc^scs  is  nine  in  excess  of  the 
previous  yca.r's  notif ic.^tions  . 
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Vr^r-timo  cond.i-!:.ions  ..pc  often  stated  to  de  -i.ssociated 
with  increase  in  tuho-rculosis ^ but  whether  this  is  a 
major  factor  or  -not-;  I .nii  of  the  opinion  that  the  improved 
f^-ciliti(?s  for  diagnosis  (mass  rvJ.diogr..ph;y  etc.)  will,  in 
all  prob^-bijity , result  in  up?/ard^  trend  in  notif  ications , 
as  many  cases  will  be  discovered  in  „ni  ea.rly  stage  of  the 
disease  that  might  lun/e  remained  latent  for  considerable 
t ime  = 


IVo  GOwlt.GIOUS 


;h 


l.SES 


.TC, 


The  incidence  oi  3C>^bi3s  .^t  the  beginning  of  the  year 
vvws  high,  but  the  increase;:.  fL.cilitios  for  treatment  at  the 
Old  Isolation  Hospit:,.!  proved  c..dequate . There  was  a 
grJdual  diminution  ;n:  the  number  of  c..ses  during  the  year, 
^nd  the  time  of  writing  tl;is  report  (.-ugust  1943)  the 
situ--.tion  is  vury  s.-.tisfactory , although  it  is  impossible 
to  forecast  to  what  extent  this  imprevement  is  likely  to  be 
perriunertj,  as  outside  ftictirs  such  -s  movements  of 
.population  plo.y  .u.  import..oni  p.^rt„ 

The  number  of  Borough  c..ses  tre-vtcd  -h  the  Old 
Isolc..tion  fiospit.-!  was  ..s  follo'os:- 

Ihle  .xiults  35 
F'em..fLe  .aiults  128 
: ■ Chllcren  393 


611 


The  Schhes  Order,  1941 , 

This  Order  gives  Medical  Officers  of  Health  wdde  powers 
to  deal  not  only  with  scabies ; but  v/ith  verminous  persons 
gcnem-lly-.  Informal  action  was  t.„kGn  in  respect  of 
13  persons  during  she  ye-.r,  -.nd  each  c„.se  f..Lnally  co-opt r-. ted 
with  the  i)epartm..nit , t.hus  avoiding  the  necessity ^of 
resorting  to  the  drastic  i;a:a&uros  rc-auired  by  tin:  Order. 


V.  f IrSidhkt.jyihillMTION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numoer  of  children  v;ho 
completed  a full  course  of  iiiiTiUnisation  during  the  yoar:- 


; ..xge  under  I x.ge  5 “ 15 
j 5 years  | years 

Total 

/ I ■ 

476  433 

! 

911 

2/  children  were  S;hiek  tested  for  susceptibility . 

"The  perce.ntw.geG  of  th:  child  popul.-tion  in  the  Borough 
considered  immunised  at  the  end  of  the  year  v/ere:- 


Under  5 years  - 41fo 
p "■  ip  years 

This  is  a groat  improvement  on  the  results  of  the  previous 
year,  but  the  percentage  immunised  in  the  pre-school  group 
is  far  too  low.  In  order  to  ...chieve  corap;.. r-tive  safety,  at 
least  80  pei'?  cc.c.i  of  the  ciai.ld  populatio,n  must  be  protected. 


£pcci..l  sc.'^si  n for  this  prstcctj.v^  inocul.^tion  work 
is  held  weekly  -t  tJoc  School  Clinic^  ..J.bcrt  Street.  This 
excellent  .rr-ngenent  is  v,idol^'  ..dvertised  .^nd  it  is  to  be 
hoped  tri-t  the  ..pp^rent  p...rent.J  v^p...tTi^  to  this  important 
preventive  mee.isurv.  'vill  gr.^daci.11^  dis.--ppc-^r . 

VI.  hOUSIhG 

The  Housing  situ.-ction  hus  c..ntinucd  to  detcrior--otc 
during  the  yee-r.  C--scs  -.re  c entinu-.ll;^''  coming  to  rrj;/ 
notice  where  ^'cung  .Itmiilies  -.re  bc.ing  brought  up  in 
conditions  which  -.re  quitt.  incomp-tiblo  \sith  positive  hculth. 
Ovc-rcrov/ding  often  exists,  und  medical  ...dvice  to  the  effect 
th-t  cs,ses  v,f  tub^.rculosis  should  occup^’'  serjurate  bedrooms 
is  seldom  possible. 

Under  existing  c ire  urns  t-.nccs  there  seems  to  be  no 
rcmccly,  but  it  is  s -tisf-:ctory  t;'  ncto  th-.t  the  ministry  of 
Hcilth  h-.s  ..sked  L.sc-.l  .lUthoritics  to  formul-,te  plt.ns  so 
-.s  to  be  in  ..  position  t,;  m-ke  c-  quick  .st--.rt  imim..diitely 
conditions  permit. 

VII.  %^£ER  SUPPLY 

The  Vmter  Supply  for  the  Borough  h-,.s  been  adequate, 

..nd  the  rugui-.r  S'mnples  h,.ve  proved  th-t,  -.ftor  chlcrin..tion, 
the  bo-cteriol '■gic..!  condition  h-s  been  ro>.tisfe.ctory  ^ 

VIII.  SWIim.JhG  BaTHS 

During  the  whole  se-son  strict  supervision  vus  rrmint-ined 
over  the  condition  of  the  water  in  the  svviuim.irig  b-ths,  -.nd 
rcgul.^tions  wo- re  drawn  up  to  check  -ny  -'ver crowding  in  the 
dressing  cubicles. 

It  must  be  -.dinitted  th-..t  the  b-.ths  -re  not  modern,  but 
by  the  regul-r  use  of  chlorine  preparations  controlled  by 
colorimetric  -rulysis,  it  w-s  found  possible  to  niuirit-.in  the 
water  in  - re-son..bly  s-tisf -.ctory  b-ctcriologicul  st.:..te  of 
purity.  Such  a method  is,  of  ccurs,  extremely  -rude  -aid 
c-nnet  be  comp-red  with  tiie  filtr-tion  and  uhlorin..-tion 
pl-nts  th-t  exist  ixi  modern  sv/imming  b-ths. 

IX.  SFEGI.iL  aCTiVITIES 

During  the  year  the  He<alth  Dep— rtment  h-vS  continued  to 
de  .1  with  l-.rge  -mount  of  work  in  connection  v/ith  Civil 
Jefc-nce,  the  Ev-cu-.tion  Scheme  and  other  -spects  of  w-,r 
work.  The  det-ils  of  these  -ctivitios  must  be  withhold  ' 

until  the  war  is  over. 
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I 

4 

1 


N N U ..  L 


il  E P 0 T 


OF  THE  C il  I li  F S ..  N I x'  .1  a Y INSPECTOR . 

T;  ; 

The  l.i.yor , , ..Idcrmcn  ^nd  Burge ssce  rf  the  Bereugh  ef 
. Bridgv/-tcr.  , . 

hr.  h-i^or,  L-.dio5  ^.nd  Gc-ntlonien, 

I have  the  hon.ur  t submit  njy  .^nnu._.lhRepcrt  for  the 
yG:*r  ending  31st  Becembor,  1^42.  This  report  is  of 
necessity  Vwry  curt-.ilcd  -nid  ne  mention  is  irmde  of  Civil 
i..mfencc-  -.ctivitios. 

Complaints  , 

during  the  yc..r  i-33  c -.•mpl..ints  Vvore  received  ..rid  dv.alt 
with  under  the  Public  Hca.lth  or  Housing  .-.cts.  This  is  ^ 
aecre-.se  of  ^4  in  ccmp-.risOii  \vith  the  figure  for  1941. 

In  ^nly  4 c^ses  were  St-.tut  ry  dwticcs  served  -.nd  in 
no  ixistancc  w .s  it  necess-ry  t.'  t-.-ke  leg^l  proceedings. 

Housing . 

98  houses  'were  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  having 
housing  defects  remedied,  no  systematic  house-t ::-hcuGe 
inspections  being  curried  'ut.  .-x  list -of  the  defects  found 
..nd  remedied  is  given “ih  tne~"s'Ximhfy  'it'  the  end  of  the 
Report.  ^ , ' p 

Owing  to  the  short-.ge  of  1-bour  ..nid  m..teri-.ls , i t is 
becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  secure  ...doqiut^^  repairs 
_nd  in  most  Cv.vses  it  h..s  bee  erne  impossible  to  give  --  time 
limit  in  which  rep'v.irs  must  bt.  ca.rried  out. 

Some  of  the  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  prior  to 
September  1939  dc-terior-.ting  ^nid  steps  .y  rmve  to  be 
t-ken  t’-  close  the  houses  .^nd  rehouse  the  tu.rm.nts. 

OvorcrC'W>-ding . • 

Overcrowding  is  on  the  incre^vse  and  because  of  wur-tirne 
conditions  it  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  abatement 
except  in  the  most  serious  cases. 

Verminous  Premises. 


There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  houses 
found  to  be  verminous  fronrlH- in  1941  to  22  in  1942,  and 
this  increase  is  being  maintained  during  the  early  part  of 
1943.  War-time  conditions-  are  in  -opinion  to  blame  for 
this  increase  and  the  shortage  of  insecticides  is  aggravating 
the  position.  • . 

The  steam  disiiif  ection  of  f irev/atchers  ’ bedding  has 
been  carried  out  free  of  charge  and. this  hes  necessitated 
the  disinfector  being  worked  on  four  days  a week. 

Heat  and  Foods . 

Under  the  Government  Scheme,  slaughtering  is  carried 
out  at  Wes ton-super-Hare , and  therefore  the  only  meat 
inspection  is  that  of  pigs  for  home  consumption,  casualties 
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and  the  inspection  ■•of--Fae.at.-a.t...Uie-..butchers  ’ shops. 

.i- Dig  inorcciSG- in -the'-afiiount.  .of... .other  foods  condemned 
has  taken  pl^cd'and  in  this  coniicction' over '200  visits  have 
been  paid  to  grocers  a.xid  similar  shop.s.  The  following 
quc^ntities  of  food  have  been  condeuincd;-  ; 

1 cwt.  81  lbs. 

‘o4  lbs. 

25  lbs. 

5 cwt.  92  lbs. 

,2  Cctrcasses 
105  tins 
955  tins 
121  tins 
297  tins 
.144  tins 
767  tins 
5 , 

8 jars 

1 cwt.  13  lbs. 

24  lbs. 

40  lbs. 

16  lbs. 

24  lbs. 

11  lbs. 

5 Its. 

12  IDs. 

52  lbs.  ■ 

82  lbs. 

58  its. 

76  tins  .■  ’ . 

8 lbs. 

5 packets 

■ - ...  8 lbs. 

1 tin 

10  cwt.  ■'  ■ . 

4 bottles 


The  appointment 'of  add-itional  S.,initary  Inspector  is 
still  vacant, -but  will  have  to  be  filled  in  time  to  deal 
with  post-war  duties.  r. 

The  position  of  Clerk  has  been  filled  b^i-  no  fewer 
than  three  persoiis  during  the  ;year.  L.hss  Hetherington 
the  present  Glcrkohas -pro-ved- to- be  a very  willing  member 
of  the  staff- and  is  giving  every  satisfaction. 

Inspections  made  during  the  .year.  .h 
General  Sanitation. 


%tor  Supply  2o 

Drainage  121 

Common  Lodging  Houses  2 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  6 

Factories  '46 

Tents , Vci^ns  and  .Sheds  1 

Outworkers  5 

Public  Oonveniences  9 

Theatres  and  Places  of 
Hntertainmcnt  2 


Beef  . 

Hutton 

Offal 

.Wet  Fish 

Poultry 

Canned  Fish 

Canned  Heat 

Canned  Fruit 

Canned  Vegetables 

Canned  Soup 

Canned  Hilk 

Fish  amd_ Heat  Paste 

Pickles 

Fresh  Fruit 

Che  e 3 e 

Bacon 

Vegetable  s 

Lard. 

Butter 

Hargarine. 

Sugar 

Jam 

Dried  Fruit 
Flour 

Custard  Pov/der 

Ca-ke 

Cereals 

Sweets 

Sauce 

Fruit  Pulp 
Bottled  Fruit 
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Kdts  and  Liico 
Shops 

Swimriiir'ig  Baths 
itiscellaneous 


Housinr, 


189 

198 

45 

120 


Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  98 
.xCtS 


Visics  paid  to  the  above  houses  303 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  xi.cts  - 


Visits  paid  to  the 

above  houses 

— 

Houses  insoected  in  conijcction  ■ 

with  overcrowding 

6 

Visits  paid  to  the 

above  houses 

11 

Verminous  premises 

inspected 

22 

Visits  paid  to  the 

above  premises 

45 

l..iscellaneous 

9 

Infectious  Disease 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infect-Lous  jJisuasc' 11 


Visits 

re 

disinf ection 

69 

i.iiscellaneous 

4 

I.icat  and  Food  ' 

Inspection 

Visits 

to 

Slaughterhouses 

26 

Visits 

to 

Shops  and  Stalls 

36 

Visits 

to 

othe-r  promises  for  meat 

iixspection 

38 

Visits 

to 

Butchers 

72 

Visits 

to 

Fishmoiige-rs  and  Poulterers 

12 

Visits 

to 

Grocers 

208 

Visits 

to 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

7 

Visits 

to 

Confectioners 

10 

Visits 

to 

Bakehouses 

21 

Visits 

to 

Fried  Fish  Shorjs 

7 

Visits 

to 

Cowsheds 

23 

Visits 

to 

Dairies  and  mi Ik  Shops 

42 

Visits 

to 

Ice  Cr  e am  Premises 

19 

Visits 

to 

Restaurants 

7 

Visits 

to 

Food  Prv. paring  Premises 

38 

Visits 

in 

conoiection  with  Sampling 

milk  Bacteriological 

14 

milk  Tubercle  Bacilli 

6 

miscellaneous 

68 

Exoloslves 

Visits 

in 

connection  v/j-th  explosives 

5 

Visits 

in 

conaaction  with  petroleum 

spirit 

25 

Work  Done 

Complaints  investigated 
additional  v.'atc-r  closets  provided 
Choked  drains  and  sewers  cleared 
Drains  relaid 
Drains  repaired 
Inspection  chambers  provided 
Defective  vvate-r  closets  repaired 
Defective  roofs  repaired 
Defective  windows  repair ea 
Defective  eavesgutters  aiia  downpipos 
repaired 


153 

2- 

41 

3 

7 

16 

18-: 

10 

12 
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Bcfcctive  Vv'alls  repaired  1 

Defective  pldSLcring  repair>L.d  8 

Defective  firegrate  £ o.nc.  . rangoc  rep.;virGd  11 

Defective  coppers  I'^paired  1 

Defective  doors  repaired  2 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  4 

Defective  -flush  cisterns  repaired  or  renev/ed  4 

DefecLive  ceilings  repaired  12 

Defective  vvashdiouses  repaired  l 

Defective  scullery  troughs  repaired  or 
reiiSwed  5 • 

Defective  staj-rcases  repaired  4 

Defective  scullery  waste  pipes  repaired  , 2 

Defective  floors  repaired  p 

Dampness  remedied  3 

Ceilings  whitexied  . ' 31 

Itooms  distempered  or  paxcered  ‘ JO 

nuiscoi'ices  from  the  keeping  of  animals  abated  1 
Foul  accumulations  removed  ,8  ■ • 

Overcrowding  abated  1 

Verminous  premises  cleansed  l6 

Premises  dis aUif ested  from  rats  or  mice  62 

houses  cleansed  1 

1 am,  Mr.  Mayor,  La-dics  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

RoK.  LE^^LN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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